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E.O.: 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, SA 

SUBJ: MINISTRY OF FINANCE 100,000 UNIT HOUSING PROJECT 
REF : JIDDA 7425 

1. MINISTRY ADVERTISING OF SUBJECT PROJECT EVIDENTLY 
HAS RESULTED IN MORE THAN THEY BARGANED FOR. THEY HAVE 
BEEN BOMBARDED WITH APPLICATIONS, AND REPORTEDLY HAVE 
"AN ENTIRE ROOM FILLED WITH PROPOSALS" WHICH MINISTRY 
OFFICIALS HAVE DESPAIRED OF TRYING TO EVALUATE. WE 
SUSPECT THAT ONLY THOSE COMPANIES WHICH TAKE THE INIT 
IATIVE OF MAKING IN-PERSON PRESENTATIONS WILL RECEIVE 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. 

2. THE ONLY U.S. FIRM WHICH EMBASSY KNOWS TO HAVE DONE 
SO THUS FAR IS FIRST PLANNING INT'L CORP, OF MAIMI, 

PRESIDENT OF FPIC ROBERT MCNABB BRIEFED EMBOFFS ON 
JAN 18. FPIC HAS PROPOSED A CONSORTIUM OF SOME 17 A&E, 
CONSULTING, AND CONSTRUCTION FIRMS-ELEVEN BRITISH, FOUR 
U.S., ONE FRENCH AND ONE LEBANSES. OF THE FOUR CONSTRUCTION 
FIRMS IN THE CONSORTIUM, TWO ARE BRITISH AND TWO U.S. 

3. THE PRIMARY COMPETITION IDENTIFIED BY MCNABB WERE A 
GREEK-DANISH JOINT VENTURE, TAYLOR- WOODROW (UK), AND 
LAIN G- WIMPE Y - ALI REZA, A UK-SAUDI JOINT VENTURE. 
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